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Press Release

The Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar has been
undergoing reform processes in the spheres of politics and cconomy with great
momentum which has been recognized by the intemational community. While we
have achieved reasonable success in doing so, we need to address some challenges

and difficulties that are lving ahead.

The country is still facing humanitanian challenges arisen from the sectanan
contlicts of two communities criginated on an untoward crime. The Govemment of
Myanmar is trying Lo resolve those conflicts in good fuith and in a peaceful manner so
as 1o pave a way to create an environment for both communites live in harmony and

to deliver assistance to both communities without any discrimination.

The Government is receiving the support and assistance from the intemational
community to address the humanitarian issues.  The Central Committee on
Implementation of Peace and Stability and Development in Rakhine State with «
Vice-President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar as the Chairman was
established last year. The Vice-President paid visits to the Rakhine State. where the
incidences had taken place, 1o have a finst-hand and insight knowledge of events on the
ground, and members of the diplomatic corps accompanied him during the visits. The
Vice-President and responsible high ranking officials from both Union and the
Rakhine State explained the real situation to the diplomatic corps on these occasions.
In addition, a coordination meeting was held between the Union Ministers and Deputy
Ministers from the Ministries concerned wnd diplomats from the Yangon-based
embassies mcluding those from the United States of America, the European Union
and Australia. The Government of Myanmar has clearly demonstrated its desire to
resolve those issues with the cooperation of the intemational community through

estabhished commuwuncauon channels.




However, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Myanmar leamt with
disappointment that the Embassies of the United States, Switzerland and Turkey and
the Representation of the Furopean Union recently issued a joint statement regarding
some victims of the conflicts emporanly staving m camps in Myebon Township,
Rakhine State, ignonng those communication channels. Such act. which can be
construed as exerting political pressure in the internal affairs of Myanmar, by no
means, will contribute o resolving the issues betore the conditions for the peaceful,
harmonious co-existence of two communities has been realized, but it may further

complicate the already complex situation.

Ministry of Forcign AfTairs
Dated, 22™ January 2014
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Loisan s o Swalltrts od o My anma

Decernber 30, 2013

The mternationa, community 1S 0eeply Congerned Gy the die Bumanitanan sauation faced by titernaly
duplaced persons {IDPs) In Taung Paw camp in Mysbon Tawnship, Rarhine State and strongly urges th
Union Governmeni toe easure immiediate, full, and unimpeded humanitarisn access 1o thase in necd
The deteriorabng hving conditions in the camp have created an inhumane enviromnmen?t 1or camyp

residents.

The 752 famikes kving in the camp for the past 14 months fice very poot living condinions, including lach
of safe drinking water, limited healthcare services, malautrinon and restrictions on movemant outside
the camp. :

The international Community nas recewed credible reports that lacal community members in Myebor
town have harassed humanatanan stall and impedea access for humanitanan supplies 10 the people in
need in Taung Paw camp. These acnont are unacceptanle Many of us have recently traveled te Rashine
State 1o affirm the uncompremisabie Internatianal princip'e of full and unimpeded humanitarian access
o al those In need. Umion level and local officials alike havie publicly vowed te enferce this punziple
without defay. Despite these promises, we have yet 1o see effective action. Tne International
community urges sutnonmies to ensute humantanan access immediptely and without further deley 1o
#low aid to reach tho<e in desperate need, ang take immediate 2nd firm action aga:nst responsiblc
indrviduals, including those who seek Lo block humanitarian sid and intimidate, harass, of harm
humanitarian workers

Furthermare, the intermational community calls for increased securiy 1o allow camp residents 1o sately
move in and out of the camp, in order 10 cnsure their access to markets and lvelihoods, and for
internanional health workers to be allowed to spend the night in camos to increase healtheare access
Development assistance and inveard lfvestmoent 1o Rakhing Stare, far tae benefit of all communitics, wil
only come when situaticns like that in Myebon are adequately addiessed. The international comemunity

femains ready to further cooperate with the Governmens in this ssue of utmos! importance

Embassy of Switzerfans

Embassy of the Republiz of Turwe,
Embazsy of the United
Delegaton of the bwropean Unior

tates of Americs




